PR101 25 March 2008
EASTER RACING RAISES £35,000 FOR CHARITY

Thousands of people enjoyed a day of holiday horse racing with Arsenal legend Bob
Wilson yesterday, Monday March 24, at Huntingdon Racecourse where £35,000 was
raised to help young adults living with life threatening conditions.

The race day was held in aid of the Willow Foundation — a national charity that
provides special days for 16 to 40 year olds living with serious illness, founded by
Bob Wilson and his wife Megs in memory of their daughter.

Alongside the horse racing, there was a family fun day with free children’s
entertainment including bouncy castles, Punch and Judy, and an Easter quiz. Money
was raised through sponsored races, ticket sales, collections and a raffle as well as
sales of Bob Wilson's books which race goers were able to get signed by Bob on the
day.

“This fun event at Huntingdon Racecourse represented exactly what the Willow
Foundation is all about - spending special time with family and friends and creating
wonderful memories,” said Bob Wilson.

“It was a fantastic day and your support means we can provide many more special
days for young adults living with serious illness.”

The Willow Foundation not only provides special days for people living with organ
failure but also cancer, muscular dystrophy, cystic fibrosis, motor neurone disease
and Huntington’s, amongst other conditions. To date it has funded and organised
more than 3,000 special days.

For more information on the Willow Foundation visit www.willowfoundation.org.uk or
telephone 01707 259777.
ENDS

Notes to editors: Photographs attached photographs of race day at Huntingdon.

For more information , please contact:
Jenny Vickers, Willow Foundation

Tel: 01707 259777

Email: jenny@willowfoundation.org.uk



About the Willow Foundation  (Registered Charity No. 1106746)

A charity dedicated to improving the quality of life of seriously ill young adults aged
16 to 40 through the provision of special days. Special days aim to provide young
adults living with life-threatening conditions a chance to escape the pressures of their
daily routine and share quality time with family and/or friends.

As one of the most vibrant and successful young charities in the UK, the Willow
Foundation is committed to making a difference to the lives of young people at a time
when they - and their families - most need an escape from the day-to-day problems
that long-term iliness brings. This year alone it will organise and fund 1,250 special
days.

The Charity was founded by former Arsenal goalkeeper and TV sports presenter Bob
Wilson, and his wife Megs, after the death of their daughter Anna, at the age of 31.
Anna spent the last five years of her life living with cancer. During Anna’s iliness the
anticipation of a special day helped alleviate symptoms and she would always feel
much better when she had something to look forward to.

The aim of the Foundation is to offer much-needed respite through its special days to
seriously ill young adults all over the country, raising smiles amongst those people for
whom the ability to smile is challenged daily.

*12,500 diagnosed with a serious illness.



