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A DREAM COME TRUE FOR SAM 
 
Becoming a recording star for the day was a dream come true for Sam Jackson of 
Chesterton thanks to national charity, the Willow Foundation. 
 
The treat for 19-year-old Sam, who is living with a range of life threatening conditions 
including renal failure, was made possible by the Willow Foundation, a national 
charity set up by Arsenal legend, Bob Wilson and his wife, Megs. The foundation that 
funds and organises special days for seriously ill young adults (aged 16-40) 
throughout the UK. 
 
Budding star Sam spent a day at Orchard Recording Studio in Cheshire where she 
performed her favourite Mariah Carey song ‘Hero’ with her parents by her side.  With 
a video recording and a CD as a momento of her day, Sam can look back fondly on 
her fifteen minutes of fame. 
 
To round off the memorable day, Sam was whisked off in a limousine with a bottle of 
bubbly to enjoy a meal with her family. 
 
“Singing is my favourite hobby and going to the studios gave me an experience that i 
will never forget.  Thank you for giving me this amazing day,” said Sam. 
 
Bob Wilson said, “It’s fantastic that Sam was able to experience this dream come 
true, giving both her and her family a fantastic day and one that I’m sure they will 
remember forever.” 
 
The Willow Foundation not only provides special days for people living with organ 
failure but also cancer, muscular dystrophy, cystic fibrosis, motor neurone disease 
and Huntington’s, amongst other conditions.  To date it has funded and organised 
more than 3,000 special days. 
 
For more information on the Willow Foundation visit www.willowfoundation.org.uk or 
telephone 01707 259777. 

ENDS 
 
Notes to editors: Photograph attached of Sam performing at Orchard Studios. 
 
For more information , please contact:   
Jenny Vickers, Willow Foundation 
Tel: 01707 259777  
Email: jenny@willowfoundation.org.uk 
 



 
 
 
 
 
About the Willow Foundation (Registered Charity No. 1106746) 
 
A charity dedicated to improving the quality of life of seriously ill young adults aged 
16 to 40 through the provision of special days.  Special days aim to provide young 
adults living with life-threatening conditions a chance to escape the pressures of their 
daily routine and share quality time with family and/or friends.   
 
As one of the most vibrant and successful young charities in the UK, the Willow 
Foundation is committed to making a difference to the lives of young people at a time 
when they - and their families - most need an escape from the day-to-day problems 
that long-term illness brings.  This year alone it will organise and fund 1,250 special 
days. 
 
The Charity was founded by former Arsenal goalkeeper and TV sports presenter Bob 
Wilson, and his wife Megs, after the death of their daughter Anna, at the age of 31.  
Anna spent the last five years of her life living with cancer.  During Anna’s illness the 
anticipation of a special day helped alleviate symptoms and she would always feel 
much better when she had something to look forward to. 
 
The aim of the Foundation is to offer much-needed respite through its special days to 
seriously ill young adults all over the country, raising smiles amongst those people for 
whom the ability to smile is challenged daily. 
 
*12,500 diagnosed with a serious illness. 
 
 


